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Holocaust Memorial Day 2021: We must learn lessons from the past to 
create a better future – Foster and O’Neill  

Holocaust Memorial Day is a powerful reminder that we all have a part to 
play in tackling prejudice, ending division and creating a better future, First 
Minister Arlene Foster and deputy First Minister Michelle O’Neill have said. 
The First Minister and deputy First Minister are among a number of political 
and religious leaders who will feature in today’s annual commemoration or-
ganised by the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust. 
Due to the ongoing public health emergency, this year’s event saw parti-
cipants contribute to an online commemoration to remember the many vic-
tims of the Holocaust and subsequent genocides. 
First Minister Arlene Foster said: “It is important that we continue to re-
member those who lost their lives in the Holocaust and subsequent 
genocides. Society has to learn lessons from the past to create a bet-
ter future for us all. 
“The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2021 is ‘Be the light in the 
darkness’. That is particularly poignant at the present time. Not only is 
it associated with the Holocaust and subsequent genocides, but the 
challenges we face with the Covid-19 pandemic and the impact it has 
had on everyone’s lives.  It urges all of us to show the better side of 
our humanity.” 
Deputy First Minister Michelle O’Neill said: “The Holocaust is a poignant 
and powerful reminder of what can happen when bigotry and discrim-
ination go unchecked. Holocaust Memorial Day is an opportunity for 
all of us to remember the millions of people who were persecuted dur-
ing the Holocaust and subsequent genocides. 
“We must do everything we can to ensure such atrocities never hap-
pen again. Holocaust Memorial Day reminds us that we all have a role 
to play in tackling prejudice, ending division and building a shared fu-
ture. We must embrace and celebrate difference and diversity in order 
to create a better society for all.” 
As part of HMD 2021, The Executive Office has unveiled a video poem by 
County Down-based artist Csilla Toldy, which was created last year to com-
memorate the 75th anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration 
camps. 
The powerful artwork, entitled Here I Stand, is based on a story of a surviv-
or of Auschwitz, Ivor Perl, who was only 11 years old when he was deported 



with his family. As they entered the concentration camp, Ivor’s mother told 
him to leave her and join the other queue where his older brother was stand-
ing, saving his life. 
Csilla, who was born in Hungary, said: “The six-minute video poem, based 
on the theme ‘Standing together’, not only commemorates the liberation of 
the camps, but is sensitive to all those affected by the Holocaust and sub-
sequent genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. At the same 
time, I made a short documentary film which will be used for educational 
purposes, to teach people about the Holocaust and the dangers of allowing 
prejudice and hatred to go unchallenged.” 
The First Minister and deputy First Minister said: “Csilla’s video poem is a 
powerful reminder of the horrors of the Holocaust and the unthinkably 
heartbreaking decisions so many parents were forced to make to save 
their children’s lives. Her poem and documentary film will be useful 
tools in helping future generations learn vital lessons from the past.” 
Notes to editors: 

1. Holocaust Memorial Day was initiated in 2000 to remember the vic-
tims and survivors of the Holocaust and to raise awareness and un-
derstanding of the events of the Holocaust and subsequent genocides 
as a continuing issue for all humanity. The date, 27 January, was 
chosen as it was the date of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration camp in 1945. 

2. The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2021 is ‘Be the light in the 
darkness’. For more information log on to https://www.hmd.org.uk/ 

3. The HMD 2021 ceremony will be streamed online on 27 January at 
7.00pm. For further details log on to https://www.hmd.org.uk/uk-holo-
caust-memorial-day-2021-ceremony/ 

4. Writer and artist Csilla Toldy won The Executive Office’s Holocaust 
Memorial Public Artwork Commission in 2020 to commemorate the 
75th Anniversary of the liberation of Nazi concentration camps. The 
official launch of the video poem was due to take place last year, but 
was delayed due to the Coronavirus pandemic. 

5. Here I Stand can be viewed on the NI Executive YouTube channel –
 https://youtu.be/f0qNh7nUaAI 

6. The poem is voiced by the mother (Sinead Lunny) and boy - as an old 
man looking back (Jason Benson). 

7. For more information about Csilla Toldy, including contact details, log 
on to https://www.csillatoldy.co.uk/ 

8. For media enquiries contact The Executive Office press office via 
email at press.office@executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk 

9. The Executive Information Service operates an out of hours service 
for media enquiries only between 1800hrs and 0800hrs Monday to 
Friday and at weekends and public holidays. The duty press officer 
can be contacted on 028 9037 8110. 
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